
2014 University of Scouting - Course Descriptions 

ADVANCEMENT TRAINING - (Instructor:  Chuck Swoope) - 2 Hour course AM and PM 

This course is for Unit and District Advancement Committees and  covers procedures, new merit badges and 

requirements and counselor needs. We will discuss Board of Reviews (and specicifally the Eagle BOR).  There will be 

discussion on new Merit Badges and a look at the Eagle application to be completed by the scout , the signatures and 

attachments to be included and a primer on referral letters (or phone calls) as required as well as out of district reviews. 

Ideally, a Scouter should take this course followed by the Eagle Workbook course. 

 

BACKPACKING 101 - (Instructor: Ron Fletcher) 

This course includes pack selection, weight critical packing, weight distribution and attire (clothing and shoes) and 

methods of troop trekking. 

 

BOY LED TROOPS - (Instructor:  Harry Caraway) 

The "Boy-Led Troop" is the gold standard for effective Scouting programs. This course will provide insight and practical 

guidance for implementing Boy Led principles effectively in your Troop. 

 

CHARTERED ORGANIZATION REP TRAINING - (Instructor: Bill Beers) 

This course will qualify Chartered Organization Representatives for position specific training.  It will cover the 

responsibilities of Chartered Organization Representatives to the Unit and their positions as voting members of the 

District Committee and Council. 

 

COLD WEATHER CAMPING - (Instructor:   Ron Fletcher) 

This course will explore all the methods and equipment used in Cold Weather Camping, including sleeping systems, 

cooking methods, proper attire, and using snow as a tool to stay warm.  We will review the rules of staying dry and the 

Do's and Don'ts to maximize enjoyment of a year-round program. 

 

DEN CHIEF TRAINING - (Instructor:  Ronnie Knight) 

Den Chief training will teach the adults about the responsibilities of a den chief.  It will also teach them about the 

relationship between the Den Chief and the Cub Scout adult leaders and how these young leaders will enhance your 

program. 

 

DUTCH OVEN COOKING - (Instructors:  Robert Brewton & Ruth Davis) 

A "seasoned" Dutch Oven Cook will be talking about Dutch Over Cooking and the necessary equipment. Topics will 

include equipment selection, care and use along with useful tips.  Both beginners and experts alike will learn from this 

course. 

 

EAGLE WORKBOOK - PREPARING AND PRESENTING THE EAGLE SERVICE PROJECT -(Instructor:  Neal Barber) 

This could would include a brief overview of the service project workbook, followed by some key details for 

Scoutmasters and Committee Chairs to make sure they assist the Scout to help the approval process move smoothly 

through the District Level.  We will cover what project ideas and what makes a great final project presentation. 

 



FUN WITH SCOUTING - (Instructor:  TBD) 

This course will concentrate on using all the scouting "tools" to make meetings exciting and fun.  These include songs, 

skits, games, crafts and gathering exercises.  We will look at resources available to leaders and brainstorm/collect ideas 

from all participants. 

 

ILST TRAINING - INTRODUCTION TO LEADERSHIP SKILLS FOR TROOPS - (Instructor:  Robert Mercer) 

The purpose of the ILST course is to teach Scouts  with leadership positions about their new roles and how to most 

effectively reach success in that role.  It is intended to help Boy Scouts in leadership positions within their troop 

understand their responsibilities and equip them with organizational and leadership skills.   ILST is a prerequisite for Boys 

to participate in NYLT (National Youth Leadership Training). 

 

JOURNEY TO EXCELLENCE - (Instructor:  Taylor Thomas) 

During the JTE session we will discuss JTE on the unit and district level.  We will break down each requirement and 

discuss how to maximize your unit or district point totals.  The goal is to help each Unit/District develop a plan for GOLD! 

 

 

KEEPING OLDER YOUTH IN SCOUTING- (Instructor:  Brenda Wright) 

Once Scouts hit 14, they are often looking for a new adventure, or are finding themselves pulled away from Scouting.  

Learn about BSA programs to provide age-appropriate activities and challenges to keep these youth engaged. 

 

 

LEAVE NO TRACE  CAMPING - (Instructor:  Cortney Christensen) 

Leave  no Trace refers to the outdoor code of ethics used in all Scout camping.  This course will discuss and educate 

Scouters about their recreational impact on nature as well as provide the principles of Leave No Trace to prevent and 

minimize these impacts. 

 

MOBILE APPS FOR SCOUTING - (Instructors:  Joseph Broadus & David Gresham) 

Let's face it--we live in a Mobile App society now.  So if Scouting can't beat 'em, we might as well join them!  This course 

will look at the various applications available on mobile devices, their uses (such as geocaching and orienteering) and 

how to maintain a balanced program with today' s varied technological "distractions." 

 

NATIONAL OUTDOOR AWARDS - ITS FOUNDATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS (Instructor:  Bob Ormseth) 

This course will cover the history of outdoor awards in the scouting program and the current status of awards in Cub 

Scouts, Boy Scouts and Venturing. These programs return to the earliest values in scouting and provide an excellent way 

to recognize young and older scouts. 

 

 

PHILMONT TRAINING CENTER- WHAT'S OUT THERE FOR YOUTH & ADULTS - (Instructor:  Hulic Ratterree) 

This course will give an overview of the various programs offered by Philmont and the Philmont Training Center for both 

Youth and Adult Scouters, as well as their families! 

 

 



UNIT COMMISSIONER TRAINING - (Instructor:  Bob White) - 3 Hour Course AM  

This course will teach the basics of what Unit Commissioner needs to know and do as they serve their Units.  It will go 

into how he or she interacts with the Council, District and individual Units. 

 

VENTURE CREW LEADER SPECIFIC -Instructor:  Brenda Wright) - 3 Hour Course - PM 

This course is required for all Venturing Leaders and covers the basics of being an Adult Leader in a Venturing Crew. 

 

WORKING WITH DISABILITIES - (Instructor:  TBD) 

ADHD and impaired scouts can present a unique challenge to scout leaders and units.  This course will allow for an open 

discussion on how to address these challenges.  By "Being Prepared", leaders will learn to provide a rich scouting 

experience in a pack, troop, crew or ship that includes disabled youth. 

 

 YOUTH PROTECTION - (Instructor:  Ken Reiter) 

New Leaders are required to take Youth Protection Training within 30 days of registering and before volunteer service 

with youth begins.  Youth Protection must be completed every two years to remain current. 


