STUDY
Study is a concept, an idea, and a theory.  Your thesis is the basis for your project and the result of your research.  Your thesis is the instructional manual and outline for the project.

Ask – How many of you have written a 20-page paper since you got out of school?

That is one of the requirements for a Doctor of Commissioner Science (DCS). This class and the ones that follow are designed to make that process as practical and as painless as possible.

The Doctor of Commissioner Science degree requires the satisfactory development of a thesis or project on any topic of value to Scouting in the local council, and which must be suitable for publication. In some councils, theses and projects will be available on the council web site for review. 

The thesis must be a minimum of 20 double-spaced, typed pages (8½-by-11-inch white paper). A thesis must show evidence of meaningful research, development, and study.  It should also be a learning experience for the author and those with whom it is shared. A thesis must include a complete bibliography. 

ASK: How might you go about choosing a topic for a thesis?

Area of interest:


Why? 
You are more likely to be complete it.


Resources – You are more likely to have adequate personal resources.


Knowledge - More likely to have current knowledge.

Area of experience and expertise:


Why? 
Use your personal knowledge and experience.

Area of need:


Study should be useful to you and other Scouters.


Study may be useful to the district, council, area, region, or National Council.


Makes better use of your time and talents.

Area that can be accomplished by you:


Availability of reference material, needed resources, and availability to counselors.

Area of research limited by time constraints:


Time required plan project, analyze material, complete research, write, rewrite, and type in final 


form, and execute project


Time required to for submission and acceptance.
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